
            August 2018 

Union Christian Church Homecoming 
Sunday, August 5 

 

Invite friends and family, old and new, to join us in  

worship on Sunday, August 5 as we share in our annual  

homecoming celebration.  This year we celebrate our  

166th year.  At the end of our service, we will be  

gathering in the Fellowship Hall for a covered dish  

dinner.  Each family please bring a covered dish and 

gallon of tea or lemonade to share.  Make plans now to 

join us! 

July 29 

God’s Verbs 

Ephesians 1:3-14 

 
August 5 

Grace and Good Works 

Ephesians 2:1-10 

 
August 12 

Love In Four Dimensions 

Ephesians 3:14-21 

 
August 19 

Bound Together 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

    
August 26 

Making Peace 

Ephesians 4:25-5:2 

 
September 2 

Overflow 

Ephesians 5:15-20 



FunSeekers 
The FunSeekers will eat at 

Golden Corral, Winder  

(163 E May St., Winder, GA 

30680) on Tuesday, August 21, at 6:30 PM.  We 

will meet at the restaurant for a time of fun 

and fellowship.  Everyone is welcome, and as  

always, meals are Dutch Treat.   

Disciples Men  
All men are invited to the 

next breakfast meeting of 

Disciples Men at Stricklands 

on Saturday, August 4, at  

8:00 AM.  Stricklands is  

located at 4723 Atlanta  

Highway, Athens, GA 30606.   

 
 
 

Christian Women’s Fellowship News 
 

The Christian Women’s Fellowship (CWF) will meet on Thursday, August 2 

at 6:30 PM.  We will meet in the church library, and all of the ladies in 

the church are encouraged to join us.    

 

Union has a number of special people having difficulty right now.  

Please keep the members of our church family in your prayers.   

Bill Crawford—1414 Hillcrest Dr., Watkinsville, GA 30677 

Ned Dawson—1100 Union Church Rd., Watkinsville, GA 30677 

Austin Eades— PVT EADES, AUSTIN;  CNATT MAR UNIT (MOS AO); PSC 8055;  

      CHERRY POINT, NC; 28533-0055 

Eric and Laura Elsner—1231 Coventry Rd., Watkinsville, GA 30677 

Sue Truluck—1050 Bouldercrest Cr., Watkinsville, GA 30677 

 

Thank you to everyone who  

contributed school supplies.  We 

were able to bless Oconee County 

Schools with 7 boxes of the most 

needed supplies.   

 

This month, the CWF will collect  

preemie blankets and Sweet Dreams 

Pillowcases for Egleston Children’s 

Hospital.  You can leave donations in 

the baskets in the Gathering Space.   

A.C.T.S. 
The local food bank in Oconee County is A.C.T.S. (Area Churches Together Serving).  

Union is a partner church at ACTS, and we serve every other month on the 4th Friday.  

This month, we will serve on Friday, August 24.  We meet at the ACTS Distribution Center 

(130 East Thompson St., Bogart) and work from 9:00 AM—1:00 PM.  Contact Julian 

Beckwith if you have any questions.   
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From the Pastor 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1904, J. M. Barrie, wrote a play that would become an instant  

classic – Peter Pan, or, the Boy Who Wouldn’t Grow Up. Premiering in 

1904 in London, it soon became a novel and over the years a variety 

of adaptations caused it to be considered a classic piece of literature. Almost 50 years 

later, Walt Disney released an animated version that has become well-loved and shared 

with generations of children. 
 

What is it about this play, novel, film that caught the fancy of so many children and adults 

throughout the years? The story centers around the young boy Peter, who, as the story 

goes, ran away from home the day he was born because he heard his parents talking 

about all the things he would do when he was a man. Not wanting to live as an adult, he 

went to live with the fairies so that he would never have to grow up. Peter is a classic  

character who does something we’ve all thought about – he chooses to never grow up; 

to remain a child for his entire life. 
 

It is tempting to remain a child. Life is easy – people care for you – feed you, clothe you, 

pay for your needs and wants. There are no worries, no expectations, and life is simple. 

While the thought of living that way permanently is appealing, we all know that, in reality, 

we have to grow up and live in the world as an adult. We understand the need to grow 

up, get our education, have a job, perhaps raise a family. But, do we also understand the 

need to grow up spiritually? 
 

This month, during worship, we will be exploring that topic – Growing Up In Christ.  

Sometimes we can be like Peter Pan, wanting to stay a child in our faith. It is easy – there 

are no expectations. But, is that really what we want? If we are truly to follow Christ, to 

grow up in him, we need to understand what that means. Is there some guidance  

that leads us to Christian maturity? We will be looking at Paul’s words to the church at 

Ephesus to guide us on this journey this month. I hope you will join me each Sunday as we 

learn together. 
 

It takes courage to grow up and become who you really are. 
E.E. Cummings 

Blessing of  the Backpacks  
 

On Sunday, August 12, Union will pray for our teachers, students, and administrators  

as they begin a new school year during our annual ―Blessing of the Backpacks.‖   

Children, youth, college students, and all educators, 

please bring the bag you use daily at school with you.   
 

Join with us in worship on August 12 and throughout this 

whole year in remembering all of our educators,  

administrators, and students.   

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/10547.E_E_Cummings


Financial Report, June 17, 2018 
By Earl Elsner, Treasurer  

  

 Contributions   Contributions   YTD Budgeted     YTD Contributions  

     $12,675     $185,996          $207,021 
   

 May Expenses    Expenses    YTD Budgeted     YTD Expenses   

            $19,210   $185,996         $189,660 
   

     Contributions vs. Budget     $21,025 

     Expenses vs. Budget     $ -3,664 

                Contributions Minus Expenses    $17,361 
   

Cemetery  

 Cemetery Permanent Fund Balance:    $229,374.01 
 

Congregation Permanent Fund   

 Congregation Permanent Fund Balance:  $324,003.68 

Worship Attendance  
          

           July 1   69 

          July 8    70 

         July 15   71 

  July 22   73 

  July 29   84 
                 

  Average  73 

Women’s Bible Study 
 

     Our two Women’s Bible Study groups will resume    

     their studies soon. These groups are open to all  

     women and you are invited to join us.  

 

     Monday night group – meets at Pastor Jane’s home.  

     The dates will be: August 20, 27, September 10, 17,  

     24, October 1. 

 

     Wednesday morning group – meets in the Fellowship    

     Hall. The dates will be: August 22, 29, September 5,  

     12, 19, 26. 

 

     This fall, both groups will be looking at the Old  

     Testament book of Joshua and how we can find  

     encouragement in dealing with worry. Please let  

     Pastor Jane know if you would like to participate so  

     a study guide will be available for you.  
 

Thank You Notes  
 

There are a number of Thank You notes 

on the bulletin board in the education 

wing.  Please stop by and take a look. 
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The entire Union family of all ages, is 

invited to an All Church Fall Kickoff 

on Sunday afternoon, August 19, at 

the lake home of Hal and Sharon 

Tatum.   

 

During the afternoon, many activities 

will be available – from swimming in 

the pool, fishing, jet skiing, boating, 

kayaking, yard games, and just sitting 

around and talking!  There will be 

something for everyone. 

 

For those who would like to carpool 

or who need a ride, we will meet at 

the church, leaving at 2:00.  If you 

would prefer to drive with your family, 

directions will be provided.  Around 

5:30, we will feast on hamburgers, 

hotdogs, and all the fixin’s.  How can 

you help?  First, let us know if you are 

coming.  Please email unionchristianch@bellsouth or call 706-769-6448 and get 

your name on the list, so that we will know how much food is needed.  If you have 

a bag chair or a personal life jacket or life vest, please bring them.   
 

What a fun day this will be!  Thank you, Hal and Sharon, for hosting your church 

family! 

All-Church Family Picnic 
 

Sunday August 19 
 

At the Home of  Hal and 
Sharon Tatum  

134 Clack Circle 

Union 166th Homecoming 
August 5 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
August 12 

 

All-Church Family Picnic 
August 19 

 

Union at ACTS  
Friday, August 24 

 

IHNA Hosting Week  
September 23-30 

 

Sparrow’s Nest Breakfast 
Saturday, September 29 

 

Benevolence Offering 
Sunday, September 30 

 

IHNA Hosting Week 
December 23-30 

Coming Up at Union! 

Join Your Union Family! 



Interfaith Hospitality Ministry  
 

What a remarkable second host week  we had 

June 17-24!  We have you, our gracious volunteers, 

to thank for that.  You extended  heart-warming 

hospitality to our 3 families, offered a hand to get 

kids’ dinners fixed, played with the kids, and just 

chatted with the moms about their day.  A smile 

and kind words went a long way in reaching out to our families that are dealing 

with various degrees of stress. Could our 5 visiting children have been any cuter?  

All 3 families that we hosted are very close to finding more permanent housing.  

We most likely will see 3 completely different families in September than we saw 

at our June host week. 
 

Like our first host week, practicing flexibility and not sweating the small stuff made 

for such a smooth week.  We had some first time volunteers not only from Union, 

but also from Ashford Memorial Methodist Church and First Christian Church,  

Watkinsville.  We are so pleased with how many volunteers in our 3 congregations 

are giving of their time and resources to this ministry. Our support congregations’ 

volunteers certainly felt more at ease and at home at Union the second go 

round. 
 

If you would like to go through volunteer training, please contact us.  Trainings are 

going on in the area monthly. We welcome your feedback on how we can be 

better hosts.  Save the date for our next host week:  September 23-30. Sign- ups for 

our third host week will begin  mid- August. 
 

We are blessed to serve alongside you, 
 

Patti Clark 706-540-2206;  

Kelly Hansford 706-247-0102;  

unioninterfaith@gmail.com 

Supper Volunteers Needed  
Union’s children and youth will meet on Sunday evenings at 4:00 PM this fall,  

beginning on Sunday, August 26.  They will have a snack supper at 5:15 PM.  We 

need folks to provide food for snack supper on the days we do not have a  

church fellowship.  Please take a look at the dates below and see if there is date 

you can help.  Contact Nickie in the church office (706-769-6448) to sign-up.  

 

 

August 26 

September 9 

September 16 

September 30 

October 14 

October 21 

November 4 

November 11 



Committee Report  
 

 

We are so encouraged that approximately 30 of you  

requested background check forms so you can continue 

to work with our children and youth! Almost everyone 

picked up their paperwork following worship on June 29, 

but if you left without getting yours or were not at church, your forms can be mailed 

or emailed to you. It would be great if we could get all of the completed forms back 

by August 5th so they can be submitted that week. If you did not get your name to 

Nickie and would like to fill out the paperwork, please call (706-769-6448) or email 

(unionchristianch@bellsouth.net) the church office and she will get you the forms you 

need. Thank you so much for supporting this vital ministry at Union!  

Union Youth and Cool Kids 

A new year of Youth and Cool Kids is about to begin and we are excited about what 

this year will hold for us. Cool Kids will again be led by Cami Allen and Ann Thomas, 

and Pastor Jane will be leading the Youth. Before beginning our Sunday afternoon 

meetings, we have two ―extra‖ events for everyone.  
 

On August 12, we will honor all our students with the Blessing of the Backpacks during 

worship. All students – preschool, children, youth, college students, as well as all  

educators - are invited to bring their bags to worship, where the congregation will  

offer words of prayer for a new school year. Each of our students will receive a tag to 

place on their backpack, as a way to be reminded that God is always with them. 
 

On August 19, we will travel with the rest of the church family to the lake of home of 

Hal and Sharon Tatum, where we will spend an afternoon of fun and fellowship. Bring 

you bathing suit and a towel with you to church that day, and we’ll travel together 

and get an early start on the fun. 
 

August 26, will be our first regular meeting of the school year. We meet at 4:00,  

downstairs in the youth area. Bring your friends and come join us for a wonderful time 

of learning and fun. 
 

It’s going to be a great year! 

Church Council 
 

The Church Council will meet on  

Thursday, August 16, at 7:00 PM.   Please 

join us if you are a member of this group.  

We will meet in the library.   

Elder’s Meeting 
 

Union’s Elders will meet in the library  

on Sunday, August 5, at 9:00 AM for our 

monthly meeting.   



2018 Disciple Women’s Retreat 
 

Make plans now to attend the 2018 Disciple Women’s  

Retreat from September 28-30 at the Toccoa Georgia  

Baptist Conference Center.    
 

This year’s theme will be ―Living Within Our Souls: Spirituality 

and Life,‖ and Renae and Jamie Brame from Black  

Mountain, North Carolina will lead us in an empowering  

and spirit-filled weekend.   
 

Please let Wanda Maxey you if you are planning to attend.  You can find out 

more, register and download retreat information from  

http://www.gadisciples.org/organizations/women/retreat/2018_retreat.asp 

John Samuel Elsner 
2000-2018 

 

From the Elsner Family to Union and Extended Families 

 

Sam, a gregarious young man entering the prime of 

life with multiple communities of friends from church 

barbecues, baseball, diesel trucks, fishing, hunting,  

diving off railroad tracks, and who knows what else, 

lost his life in a split second.  Instead of worrying 

about unanswerable questions—friends near and 

from distant places, classmates, people of the  

community, people of faith—God’s people, came 

together to love, encourage, and support Sam’s family, the family’s friends, Sam’s 

friends, along with the family of the special young woman with blond hair.  Songs 

were sung, prayers were offered, and young men spoke words of remembrance 

as we collectively gave thanks for the privilege of participating in Sam’s well lived 

life. 

 

Neither our limited vocabulary nor Google has adequate words to express our 

gratitude: your numbers were simply overwhelming.  Your support, prayers and 

expressions of comfort were unwavering; whether in Eric and Laura’s home, the 

grocery store, or within the multitudes on a rainy Saturday afternoon.  We are 

humbled beyond explanation. 

  

Thank you and let us together, as we grieve Sam’s young life ended, use his  

memory to lead us to greater compassion, reconciliation, empathy, and  

service, according to the examples set forth by Christ. 

  

Sam’s Elsner family:  

Eric, Laura, Grace, Wyatt, Susan, Earl 



John Samuel (Sam) Elsner  
Educational Endowment Fund 

 

After learning about Sam’s accident, the local diesel 

truck guys organized a Saturday afternoon truck show at 

Ben Burton Park.  The truck show registration fees were to 

be used for a memorial to Sam.  Saturday evening, and 

several hundred trucks later, seven of the local guys 

came to our home and presented us with a wad of bills, 

$4,000 total. 

  

Laura and I have decided to use these funds as seed 

money for an endowed scholarship program.  The  

endowment will be managed by the Technical College 

System of Georgia Foundation with emphasis on Athens 

Technical College.  We believe that a need based 

scholarship endowment for students, studying in career oriented college  

programs, will encourage and be of great benefit to a broad and diverse group 

of deserving Northeast Georgia students. 

 

If you wish to contribute to the Sam Elsner Educational Endowment Fund, please 

make your contribution payable to Union Christian Church and note ―Sam Elsner 

memorial‖.  The gifts will be accumulated by the church treasury while the Fund’s 

endowment details are being finalized; at which time a check will be presented 

to Athens Technical College and the Foundation.    

 

Thank you.      

Eric, Laura, Grace and Wyatt 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sunday Servants for August 

Prayers for our Military: 

     Caleb Aldridge   Harrison Booth  

 Montgomery Booth         Austin Eades  

Prayers for Health and Healing: 

Kingston Addis 

Tyler Allen (Motorcycle Accident) 

Ginger Austin 

Terri Beal (Heart Surgery) 

Mildred Bell 

Frank Bowden 

Shirley Bridges 

Wendy Burns (Chemo Wash) 

Roma Cane (Cancer) 

Martin Daily 

Dan Dawson  

Ned Dawson 

Stacy Dickens 

Bess Durham (Neurological Disease) 

Austin Eades (Broken Arm)  

Kathy Gunter 

Janis Haas 

Mary Ann Hall 

Stacy Helms (Surgery) 

Cindy Herbert (Mother of Lisa Sledge) 

Mary Hamby 

Bobby Hill 

Edna Hillary (Heart) 

Julie Hillsman 

Joseph Hooper (Brain Bleeds) 

Eddie Hubbard 

Stewart Ivy (Stroke) 

Debbie Johnson 

CT Maxey 

Monroy Family  

Johnny Morris 

Kylie Morris 

Jim Parrish 

Carla Reynolds (Health Issues) 

Rosalie Rodriguez 

AJ Sams 

Kay Shepherd 

Debra Sledge 

Bill Spencer  

Charles Wall  

Dylan Webb (Radiation) 

Cathie Wettlaufer 

Dana Williams 

Angie Wilson (Crohn’s Disease) 

Prayers for Those Undergoing 

 Long-Term Care: 

Dale Banford  

Kathy Barrow 

George Beckwith 

Chris Blizzard 

Wayne Britt (Cancer) 

Bill Crawford 

Charles Dawson 

Charlotte Dawson 

Brian Deitz (Cancer) 

Juanita Duck (Cancer) 

John Erwin (Brain Cancer) 

Victoria Vaughn Farmer 

Cadence Fox 

Carey Hattaway (Cancer) 

Dot Hawk 

Daryl Kennedy 

Cindy Lozier (Cancer) 

Angela Madaras (Lupus) 

Donald Michael 

Rod Morgan 

Fredda Murray  

Jim Noell (Cancer) 

Rhonda Self (Cancer) 

Mary Shannon 

Morgan Smithson 

Joe Spar (Heart) 

Ann Stephens  

Don Truluck 

Mickey Waters 

Luke Zech 

   August 5 August 12 August 19 August 26 

Elders Alan Hickerson 
Wanda Maxey  

Donald Hansford 
Patti Clark 

Evelyn Shelnutt 
Gary Wall 

Julian Beckwith  

Rose Mary Martin 
  

Deacons Cami Allen 
(LEADER) 
Ben Bridges 
Glenn Allen 
Earl Elsner 
Hannah Collins 
Betsy Peck 

Jackie Byrd 

(LEADER) 
Philip Maxey 
Kelly Hansford 
Melinda Loggins 
Amy Pritchett 
Ray Tate 

Betsy Peck  

(LEADER) 
Eric Sherrer 
Ann Thomas 
Laura Deal 
Mimi Benkoski 
Cami Allen 

Leonard Williams 
(LEADER) 
Sue Williams 
Jackie Byrd 
Ben Bridges 
Earl Elsner 
Melinda Loggins 

Greeters Patsy & Lanier Orr  Mimi Benkoski 
Rose Mary Martin  

Alan Hickerson 
Ann Thomas 

Annette Saul 
Amy Pritchett 

Worship Helper Rose Mary Martin Ann Thomas Annette Saul Kelly Hansford 

Acolyte Meghan Sangster Walker Allen Grayson Sherrer  Meghan Sangster 

Worship Leader David Vaughn Julia Beckwith Patsy Orr Alan Hickerson 

Building Open/

Close 

Harry Maxey Julian Beckwith 
  

Ken Clark 
  

David Vaughn 

Children’s Chat Rose Mary Martin Patti Clark Laura Deal Angie Eades 

Nursery Helper Carla Maxey Pasty Orr Amy Pritchett Jennifer Sangster 



August 2018 

Regular Sunday Schedule  
 

10:00 AM—Sunday School  

11:00 AM—Worship 

 

If your birthday or someone in your 

family’s birthday has been left off 

the calendar, please call the church 

office at 706-769-6448. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

  

1 
 

6:30 PM Praise 

Band 
 

7:00 PM Choir 
 

  

 

 

Will Zimmermann 

2 
 

6:30 PM  

Christian 

Women’s  

Fellowship  

  

 

3 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

4 
8:00 AM  

Disciples Men’s 

Breakfast 

 
 

  

 

5 
 

9:00 AM Elders 

Meeting  

 

Homecoming 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Ben Bridges 

 
  

6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

7 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  

8 
 

 

6:30 PM Praise 

Band 
 

7:00 PM Choir 
 

 

 

Julian Beckwith  
 

9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Jeffrey Shelnutt 

 
  

11 
 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Chris Green 

 

12 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Blessing of the 

Backpacks 

 

 

 
 

Donald Hansford 

 

 

  

13 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Bryan Eades 

14 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 
 

 

Harry Maxey 

15 
 
 

 

6:30 PM Praise 

Band 
 

7:00 PM Choir 
 

 

 

 

Kathryn Hood 

16 
 
 

7:00 PM Church 

Council 
 

 

 

 

 

 

17 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cathie Wettlaufer 

18 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

19 
 

All-Church 

Family Picnic 

 

 

 
Eric Jones 

Jacqueline  

Thomason 

20 
 
 

 
 

6:30 PM 

Evening 

Women’s Bible 

Study  

 

Crystal Shelnutt 

 

 

 

21 
 
 
 

 

6:30 PM  

FunSeekers at 

Golden Corral, 

Winder 
 
 

 

David Hull 

22 
 
 

10:00 AM 

Women’s Bible 

Study  
 

6:30 PM Praise 

Band 
 

7:00 PM Choir 
 

23 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Dewey Collins 

Jean Dickens 

Sherica Dickens  

24 
 

9:00 AM Union 

at ACTS 
 

 

 

 

 

  

25 
 

 
 

 

 

 

26 
 
 

4:00 PM Youth 

& Cool Kids 

27 
 

6:30 PM 

Evening 

Women’s Bible 

Study  

 

 

 
Joy Foster 

Jo Vaughn 

28 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Hailey Clark 

Nan Deal 

29 
 

10:00 AM 

Women’s Bible 

Study  
 

6:30 PM Praise 

Band 
 

7:00 PM Choir 

 
Logan Taylor 

30 

 
 

31 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Walker Allen 

 

 



Union Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

1130 Union Church Rd. 
Watkinsville GA 30677–4101 

Union Christian Church  


